ABSTRACT. Chelidurella guentheri GALVAGNI, 1994 (Dermaptera) is reported from Poland for the first time. As a result the Polish checklist contains seven dermapteran species.
INTRODUCTION
Six species of earwigs classified in the families Spongiphoridae (=Labiidae), Labiduridae, and Forficulidae have been reported from Poland (LIANA 2007) . Despite the distribution of Dermaptera species in this country, described in detail by BAZYLUK (1976) , no in-depth studies have been carried out on this group since his Catalogue was published. More recent faunistic data on Polish earwigs have usually been published as short notes or included in more general papers (e.g. BEDNARZ 1988 , KOČÁREK 2000 , GRABOWSKI 2009 ). According to the literature the systematic status of Polish Dermaptera is quite clear, except for the genus Chelidurella, which was recently revised by CAPRA (1982 ), VIGNA TAGLIANI (1993 and GALVAGNI (1994 GALVAGNI ( , 1995 GALVAGNI ( , 1996 GALVAGNI ( , 1997 . As a result of these studies a complex of Chelidurella acanthopygia-like species was reported as occurring in Europe, and some new species have been described. Two of these morphologically similar species were reported from central Europe: the previously known C. acanthopygia (GÉNE, 1832) and the recently described C. guentheri GALVAGNI, 1994. The first one was known from Poland before the revisions, whereas the second could possibly occur in the country, as it has been found in the Czech Republic and Germany (KOČÁREK et al. 2005) . Since no specimens of Polish Chelidurella have yet been studied and the revisions have been overlooked by Polish entomologists, we decided to examine the earwigs we collected in central Poland in order to check for the potential presence of the species in this region.
STUDY SITES
The material was collected in seven localities in the Łódź district, central Poland. According to the physiographic division of Poland by KONDRACKI (2000) , the study sites are located in the Łódź Hills (Wzniesienia Łódzkie) (KUROWSKI 1998 , RĄKOWSKI et al. 2006 . 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The material used in these studies was collected using pitfall traps in several localities during winters 2000/01, 2001/02 and 2005/06. Additional specimens were caught using an entomological hand net, or by actively searching under stones, pieces of decaying wood or leaves, and using Moericke traps (both in the plant growth season and in winter) in 2005/06 and 2009. In total, more than 1000 specimens of Chelidurella sp. were collected. As the females of Chelidurella acanthopygia and C. guentheri are morphologically indistinguishable from each other, our analysis was based only on males. Altogether 109 males were analysed. All the other individuals were females and larvae.
The insects were identified using the keys to Chelidurella species by KOČÁREK & GALVAGNI (2000) and KOČÁREK et al. (2005) . The main feature enabling one to recognize these two morphologically similar species is the distal part of the male pygidium, which in C. acanthopygia is narrow and triangular in the caudal view and its apex is usually simple and rounded, whereas in C. guentheri it is more or less subparallel in the caudal view, with a concave apex ( Fig.) . All our male material represented the typical form of the latter species. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
According to LIANA (1990 LIANA ( , 2007 , Chelidurella guentheri was not known from Poland before. This is the seventh dermapteran species noted from this country; the others are Ladibura riparia (PALLAS, 1773) (Labiduridae), Labia minor (LINNAEUS, 1758) (Spongiphoridae (=Labiidae)), Forficula auricularia LINNAEUS, 1758, Anechura bipunctata (FABRICIUS, 1781), Apterygida media (HAGENBACH, 1822) and Chelidurella acanthopygia (GÉNE, 1832) (Forficulidae). One additional species, Chelidurella transsilvanica EBNER, 1932 was reported by HAAS (2004) as occurring in Poland, but that author gave no details of any localities or even regions of the country. This species was mentioned by BAZYLUK (1976) as possibly occurring in south-eastern Poland, as it had been recorded in the Carpathians in western Ukraine and Romania, but there is no documented literature data about its occurrence in Poland.
All the male specimens of Chelidurella that we studied belong to the recently described C. guentheri GALVAGNI, 1994 . As this species has so far been reported from Germany, France, the Netherlands, southern Norway and the Czech Republic (GALVAGNI 1994 , 1996 , KOČÁREK & GALVAGNI 2000 , KOČÁREK et al. 2005 , the localities presented in this paper are the easternmost ones of its currently known distribution (KOČÁREK et al. 2005) . Our finding of C. guentheri in central Poland suggests that it probably occurs in the greater part of Poland, at least in its central and southern parts, and that it may well be very common in some regions. According to KOČÁREK et al. (2005) this species is also very common in the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Interestingly, we did not record any male of C. acanthopygia, a species traditionally regarded as common in Poland (BAZYLUK 1976 , LIANA 2007 ; the results from central Poland confirm the suggestions by KOČÁREK & GALVAGNI (2000) and KOČÁREK et al. (2005) , who include northern Italy, Slovenia, Austria and Hungary, as well as Slovakia and the Czech Republic in its distribution range. The discovery of C. guentheri in central Poland as well as the present-day knowledge of the distribution of C. acanthopygia clearly imply that further in-depth faunistic studies, as well as a re-examination of old Dermaptera collections deposited in Polish museums, should be carried out to clarify the distribution of both species in Poland. It is to be expected that at least some Polish material previously identified as C. acanthopygia will turn out to be C. guentheri (KOČÁREK et al. 2005) .
